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Residential Placemaking Program
Grant Application
The Residential Committee is responsible for developing and retaining the feeling and sense of community in downtown Knoxville.  The committee will:

· promote downtown residential living

· provide residents an opportunity to exchange experiences and express concerns

· inform residents of the developments and issues in downtown

· advocate for ideas that help promote downtown as a vibrant, safe, and diverse place to live

MISSION OF DKA
Downtown Knoxville Alliance (DKA) was created in 1993 to undertake programs and services that governmental agencies are unable to provide.  Its mission is to enhance downtown’s existing assets and bring more people to Downtown Knoxville to work, shop, live, and play. The DKA ensures the downtown area is constantly renewed and improved, so that it continues to be an asset to future generations.  The special assessment district covers approximately .67 square miles or 400 acres which includes the core of downtown from the Old City to Volunteer Landing and 11th Street to Hall of Fame Drive. 
DKA’s areas of focus include Business Support, Development, Marketing/Events, Quality of Life, and Residential.  
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PLACEMAKING
Placemaking, for this program, serves to transform empty space in order to create places for people that are usable, accessible, social, and comfortable. The Residential Placemaking Program aims to fund interventions into downtown space that are Lighter, Quicker and Cheaper. These Placemaking interventions are intended as pilot projects and, as such, should be created and installed within a short time frame. Placemaking interventions are meant to be small and mobile. This grant program does not fund long term infrastructure improvements (sidewalks, permanent lighting/seating, etc.). Placemaking interventions are intended to be safe, mobile, small changes that individuals or small groups can make to a space. Placemaking interventions can include, but are not limited to, lighting, seating, art, opportunities for play, signage, opportunities for photography, creating spaces for socializing, etc. For more information on Placemaking or Lighter, Quicker, Cheaper interventions visit www.pps.org. 

PROCESS

All applications will be presented to this committee for review and recommendations will be made to the DKA Board of Directors for a final decision.  

TIMELINE
April 1 - Rough draft/white paper submitted.  Consultation with a Placemaking expert is available to each applicant.  Please utilize the pre-application included below for your submission.
June 1 – Final Applications submitted and should include a draft budget with project costs, diagram, sources of materials, fabrication, etc. 

July 1 – Placemaking grants will be announced/awarded.
September 15 – Placemaking interventions should be installed.
September 15 - A celebration/evaluation of the placemaking interventions will be held.
GUIDELINES/CRITERIA
1. Grants will be paid upon approval of proposal.
2. Maximum grant will be $10,000, typical grants average between $1,500 - $5,000.

3. Interventions are meant to be temporary and should not require any permitting (Discuss with consultant).

4. Projects must be completed by September 15, 2020.
5. The Residents’ Committee and Board will evaluate project(s) based on submittals that meet the established criteria, budget, and mission that give the best overall return on investment to the DKA.

PRE-APPLICATION

Name:














Your Mailing Address:










Phone Number:



   Email Address:





Project Location (be specific):










Requested Amount:



   Total Project Costs:





1. Describe the project:




2. How will this project transform or improve public space? (Comfort, Social, Accessible, Active).
3. How is your proposed project’s location currently used? (Is it used or not?  What type of people are currently using it i.e. children, adults, elderly, ADA accessible, everyone, etc.)?
4. What resources do you bring to the project? Are you personally creating the intervention? Using a local maker? Purchasing something?

5. Do you know the owner of your project’s location?  If it is public space staff will work with applicant for permission.
6. How long will your project last?

7. What programming, if any, could be paired with your project? (Events at or near your project location to encourage use)

8. Would you like assistance in finding a local Maker to help create your project?

9. Does your project consider local culture, history, etc.?

10. Will you be receiving or asking for any financial incentives/assistance from other sources?  If so, how much?
11. How does your project help enhance the DKA’s mission to make downtown a better place in which to live, work and play? 
For questions about Placemaking and/or creating an application, contact Ben Epperson at bene.job@gmail.com.
When submitting a final application, include a draft budget with project costs, diagram, sources of materials, fabrication, etc. 
Submit application package via mail or electronically to:

Michele Hummel

Downtown Knoxville Alliance
17 Market Square #201

Knoxville, TN  37902

mhummel@downtownknoxville.org

If you have any questions, please contact DKA at 865.246.2654.
Examples of Placemaking
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Pinterest/AARP – Before and after (alleyway)
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Pinterest (game)



tompkinscountynj.gov (crosswalks)
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Pinterest (pocket park)


     futureheights.org

[image: image7.jpg]



pps.org (walkway)
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Pinterest (walkway)



         Pinterest (bus shelter)
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Photo credit to Downtown New Haven, examples of Gateways

